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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TR IAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In re Registration No. 1,606,810 (REDSKINETTES)
Registered July 17, 1990,

Registration No. 1,085,092 (REDSKINS)
Registered February 7, 1978,

Registration No. 987,127 (THEEDSKINS & DESIGN)
Registered June 25, 1974,

Registration No. 986,668 (WASHIN®N REDSKINS & DESIGN)
Registered June 18, 1974,

Registration No. 978,824 (WASHINGTON REDSKINS)
Registered February 12, 1974,

and Registration No. 836,122 (THEEDSKINS—STYLIZED LETTERYS)
Registered September 26, 1967

Amanda Blackhorse, Marcus Briggs, )
Phillip Gover, Jillian Papan, and )
CourtneyTsotigh,

Petitioners,

CancellatioiNo. 92/046,185
V.

Pro-Football)nc.,

Registrant.

N N N N N N N N

ATTACHMENT TO PETITIONERS’" FIRST NOTICE OF RELIANCE
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Respectfully Submitted,

/s/Jesse A. Witten
Jesse A. Witten
Jeffrey J. Lopez
John D. V. Ferman
Lee Roach
Stephen J. Wallace
DRINKER, BIDDLE & REATH, LLP
1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20005
Telephone: (202) 842-8800
Fax: (202) 842-8465
Jesse.Witten@dbr.com
Jeffrey.Lopez@dbr.com
John.Ferman@dbr.com
Lee.Roach@dbr.com
Stephen.Wallace@dbr.com

Counsel for Petitioners



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

In re Registration No. 1,606,810 (REDSKINETTES)
Registered July 17, 1990,
Registration No. 1,343,442 (SKINS)
Registered June 18, 1985,
Registration No. 1,085,092 (REDSKINS)
Registered February 7, 1978,
Registration No. 987,127 (THE REDSKINS & DESIGN)
Registered June 25, 1974,
Registration No. 986,668 (WASHINGTON REDSKINS & DESIGN)
Registered June 18, 1974,
Registration No. 978,824 (WASHINGTON REDSKINS)
Registered February 12, 1974,
and Registration No. 836,122 (THE REDSKINS - STYLIZED LETTERS)
Registered September 26, 1967

Suzan Shown Harjo,
Raymond D. Apodaca,
Vine Deloria, Jr.,
Norbert S. Hill, Jr.,
Mateo Romero,
William A. Means, and
Manley A. Begay, Jr.

Petitioners, Cancellation No. 21,069

V.

Pro-Football, Inc.

N N Nt N N N N e N N N S N N S

Respondent.

EXHIBITS FOR PETITIONERS’ NOTICE OF RELIANCE
UNDER TRADEMARK RULE 2.122(e)
PETITIONER’S EXHIBITS 57 - 77
VOLUME 6
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Native American! Mascots and Imagery:
The Struggle of Unlearning “Indian™ Stereotypes

by Comel D. Pewewardy

Fall in America brings hundreds of thousands of excited football fans to athletic playing
fields to cheer on their favorite football teams, many of which have names that summon up
Native Americans--"Indians,” "Chiefs,” "Redman,” "Warriors,” and the deadly one, “Savages.”
These team mascots are a part of American football culture, imprinted deeply into many school
subcultures across the country. Imprinted, as well, are the fabricated images that these
mascots project--stereotypes of Native Americans.

Various mascot sponsors have invented Native American characters that have nothmg to
do with the reality of Native American lives, past or present. Madsen and Robbins (1981) -
contend that research confirms that biased and negative images of minorities in reading
materials damage children's self-concepts, while unbiased and positive images assist children
in various ways. In this connection, these mascots, and the images they convey, homogenize
hundreds of Native American cultures, robbing them of their distinctive identities and
distorting their roles in United States history. Just because there may be many Indian mascots
set in tradition; doing the same kinds of things year after year doesn't mean its the right thing to
do. This article describes how mascots used in American sports have contributed toward
distorted imagery of Native American stereotypes has had to combat the heart of American
sports and athletics through the professional, collegiate, and high school football culture.

The issues

All of this seems innocuous; why bring this to the attention of millions of loyal sports
tan who enjoy American football? Hirschfelder (1989) responds to this question by saying,
"because these trappings and holiday symbols offend tens of thousands of other American, the
Native American people; because these invented images prevent millions of us from
understanding the authentic Indian America2, both long ago and today; because this image making
prevents Native Americans from being a relevant part of the nation's social fabric.

The issue of the Indian mascot has affected the perceptions of both Native American and
non-Native Americans toward the image of Native American people, as well as leaving emotional
and psychological scars in those parents and students involved in the continuous struggle of
unlearning Indian stereotypes. These debates have been so controversial that the Indian mascot
issue has split many tribal communities (both urban and rural areas) throughout the country
like St. Paul, Minnesota; Wichita, Kansas; Okliahoma City, Oklahoma; Santa Fe, New Mexico;
Navajo Reservation; and many more locations where there is a large population of Indian people.

Young children in their early childhood experiences see ethnic groups in many
dimensions; real life, as well as in the popular media. Mascots wearing turkey feathers, riding
onto the football field on horseback, and "playing Indian® are common sights on many football
fields in America. Playing Indian mocks the Native American cultural practices, trivializes
their diversity, and assaults their humanity. Mallam (1973) suggests that the American Indian
educational materials in elementary schools are in large part ethnocentric, inaccurate,
distorted and denigrative.

Cornel D. Pewewardy is Principal of the Mounds Park All-Nations Magnet School in the St Paul,
Minnesota Public Schools. A Comanche-Kiowa and member of the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma, he

received his doctorate in educational administration from The Pennsylvania State University and was a
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Research on Minority Education at the University of Oklahoma.
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Native Americans have the highest dropout rates of any minority groups and suicide
rates far exceed that of the national average in some areas. The lack of motivation in school can
be traced, in great par, to the feelings of disgrace and humiliation Native American students
suffer from their continual confrontation with negative stereotypical thinking about them.
Many educators agree with former Education Secretary Lauro Cavazos' (see O'Brien, 1990)
recent assessment of indian education: "American Indian youngsters have fallen between the
cracks of our educational system with tragic consequences.”

Research on Native American student academic achievement tends to be informed by the
positing of a rather simple dichotomy between schooling and background effects (see Ogbu,
1978:; Hurn, 1985). Native American youth represent a group about whose educational
experiences far too little is understood (see Pewewardy, 1989). Of particular concern, if
Indian students in public schools are to maintain a sense of their cultural heritage, it would
appear that greater attention be given to issues that will help them understand and learn more
about their ethnic backgrounds.

Waebster Dictionary's definition of "stereotype” is something conforming to a fixed or
general patiern; a standardized mental picture that is held in common by members of a group
and that represents an oversimplified opinion, affective attitude, or uncritical judgement.
According to Leighton (1988), the word stereofype originates from Greek language. It comes in
two Greek words "stereos”™ and “"typos.” "Stereos” means solid, concrete, having to do with three
dimensions, real, something you can see, taste, feel, and sort or get your senses into. And that
second word "typos" means impression of figure, or type, or generalization. So stereotypes are,
therefore, real or concrete symbols or impressions.

Hirschfelder (1986) clarifies that American Indian stereotypes are over-simplified
pictures about a particular group, race and sex. A stereotype usually is negative and prevents
us from knowing groups of people as they truly are. Stereotypes block us from seeing people as
unique and special. Year after year, a great body of myths and stereotypes about Indian people
continue to distort the authentic image of American indians. As a result, cultural imagery has
been incorporated into textbooks and consequently, passed on to yet another generation of
students. This pattern seems to resurface time and time again in the enculturation process
within the framework of American education. Thus, the issue continues to be the struggie of
unlearning "Indian" stereotypes.

interpretin istori m

Contributing authors in The West as America (1991) have not been content to take
Indian images at face value. Rather, they have delved into the subjects, the intentions of the
artists and their patrons, and the history of westward expansion to unearth a deeper, troubling
story that poses questions for American society today.

Many of the Indian stereotype issues that society still conflicnts today had a beginning in
the vast migration of easterners into the western wilderness a century and a half ago. That
American society still struggles to adjust to limitations on natural resources, to grant overdue
justice to Native Americans, to locate the contributions of ethnic minorities within a
mainstream tradition, and to resolve conflicts between unbridied personal freedom and the
larger social good tells us that we have ignored history far too long, accepting the images of the
last century as reality.

Early American artists who portrayed westward expansion would have us believe that
homesteaders went west not only for 160 acres to farm but for the larger purposes of taming
the wilderness, Christianizing the Indians, or spreading the gospel of democracy and freedom.
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This was construed as an American destiny made manifest through art, drawing a veil over
aspects of frontier life that were unsavory or equivocal or simply mundane. Many artists
skated over the low points of the historical record--economic disasters, mining busts,
droughts, depredations of the land, decimation of the buffalo herds, near obliteration of Indian
cultures—with a consoling reheteric of grand purpose.

in this connection, American artists felt a need to define a unique American spirit--
preferably one that validated the established order--by revising and presenting history
through art, presenting in their work a privileged role for a largely eastern elite. Ignoring the
much earlier Hispanic settlements and the long record of Indian tribal life, they wrote a
"creation myth" for America that focused on the primacy of colonial English settlers in the New
World.. ..

It is unnerving to discover such strategies in art, however inadvertant or conditioned by
broader forces. But precisely because art possesses the power to persuade, it is.a masterful
mediator between the alarming facts of history and the loudly proclaimed ideals of progress. To
- read these images of westward expansion closely is to discover essential truths about the
cultural bias of national identity. - Today, a century after America's creation myth was ushered
into the world, we continue to struggle with its inadequacies and insensitivities. By retracing
the path of progress through the decades of expansion and seeing it in the context of culture and
science, we can see the larger realities that lay to either side of this artifically straight line,
finding there a new perspective on our past and future.

Attempts to redress the balance have suffered from serious flaws. Some observers have
exaggerated and over-simplified the Indian impact. Axtell (1988) asserts that we certainly
ought to avoid the fatuity of the argument that what is distinctive about America is Indian,
through and through or that Americans are simply Europeans with Indian souls.

Rather than condemning our ancesters, it is perhaps safer to expose the way in which
they-made history--never forgetting that our own efforts may someday be subject to a similar
process. According to the Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan of the Onondaga Nation, Oren Lyons
(PBS, 1981), the world must not be ccnsidered only for the short period of one's life. but
rather in terms of the larger life span of nature.

Search for a national identity

Special holidays that theoretically should involve Native Americans cannot be dismissed
as simply an excuse for a classroom party and play on the thesis that it is only an occasion for
discussing "being thankful." Holidays like Thanksgiving provide excellent opportunity for
classroom teachers to discuss universal themes of feasting, harvesting and hunting, as well as
the social and political elements that go along with these themes. Special holidays also provide
an advantage to challenge some of the damaging misconceptions that children have acquired about
Native American people and their relationship in the development of this country.

Even as America celebrates its national holidays, classrooms should be filled with
discussions from an Native American worldview. Tim Giago (1991) tries to clarify the issue of
national holidays from a Native American worldview. Speaking of pro-Christopher Columbus
forces already arguing whether these types of historical issues are “politically correct,” only
clouds the debates even more, especially when educators try to define “culturally responsible
curriculum™ for diverse learners. Moreover, Giago (1991) contends that "if we could only
turn back time and visit with some of the native peoples of the islands on which Columbus and
his crew first set foot and ask them to reconstruct for us the disaster that befell them at the
hands of their “discoverer.™ Perhaps the advocates of politically correctiveness' version of
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history would be placed under that categories of “ideologues and revisionist.”

The message in movies like “Dances with Wolves® and all the Gecrge Armstrong Custer
fiilms, as well as national holidays is profound, for it reflects a quest for a nationa! identity
through multimedia outlets. Ever since They Died With Their Boots On in 1942, the *Custer”
image has been portrayed in early films as the sainted martyr of America's Manifest Destiny.
This tainted image metamorphosed into the last of the 1Sth century American gentleman,
tragically caught up in between the so-called noble redman and the despoilers of the coming
20th century.

It's probably not so much the image of "Yellow Hair" or “Dances with Wolves® that's
changed as America's image of Native Americans. Much of these new images that are
transforming America's romance with the Plains Indians into a kind of New Age cosmic human
being has a lot to do with the structure of the American family; a search for community,
“tribalism." .

Traditional Native American family structure is one of the extended family unit; a family
of learners that espouse a natural blend for ecology, family and ethnic tolerance. Thus, beneath
the surface of so-called westems, we find many hidden agendas and ambitions that demand
mediation, gloss, before they. could be portrayed on the football playing fields of America.

How mascots got started

Anyone who follows American football understands how crucial a team’s mascot is to any
football game. Without nicknames and/or mascots, team players, cheerleaders, and spectators
cannot shout out, “Go Sooners,” or “Hook-um-Homns.” Before this spectors and players had to
shout, "On to Victo-o-ory, Cornell University,” or *Do-000-Your-Best, University of
Minnesota at Duluth." These expressions were just too long.

According to Watson (see Lindy, 1990), things changed some forty-three years ago
when Virginia played Princeton. Fans from Princeton began cheering for their team by yelling,
*fight like tigers." Of course, the cultured Virginia fans, appalled at such ignorance, began to
implore their own team to fight, “as tigers.” Thus, the mascot and nickname tradition was born,
Thereafter, teams were similarly called, "The Fightin® Tigers!® That is until one team from the
east had to be different.

Penn State changed the name "“tigers” and called themselves “lions,” later the "Nittany
Lions." The word "Nittany3" came from an old Native American legend (Old Main, personal
communication, May 3, 1988). The name is said to be derived from Indian language meaning
*protective barrier against the elements.” Other schools soon picked up on this trend and began
to adopt mascots named for cats: Fightin' Tigers, Wildcats, Panthers, BearKats and even
Wampus Cats. Thereafter, variations off these themes soon became mascot names like the
Fightin' Irish, Fightin' Rebels, Fightin' Volunteers, and so forth.

Mascot name changes

Societal changes have forced the renaming of some mascots, particularly when mascots
and nicknames became less popular in the eyes of minority and underrepresented groups. For
example, the name "Iindians” was one of the most popular mascots. Most mascot name changes
occurred in the 1960s during the Civil Rights era. This was particularly true of teams whose
nicknames and mascots were "Indians.” In the 1970s, after coliege student protest, Marquette
University dropped its "Willie Wahipum® and Stanford University retired its mascot, "Prince
Lightfoot." Stanford, thereafter, changed their mascot name, “Indians® to “Cardinals.” Eastern
Michigan University and Florida State University modified their savage-looking mascots 1o
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reduce criticism. A host of other high school mascots (too many to mention specifically) toned
down the image of their respective Indian mascots.

The non-Indian created "Indian" imagery consists of unauthentic representations of
Native American peoples and cultures. Whether used for “cute,” comical fanciful, decorative, or
symbolic purposes, this "Indian® imagery degrades Native American people and cultures, and
distorts non-Indian children's perceptions of Native Americans. This is especially true when
school mascots are portrayed as negative images.

Language transmits cultural attitudes and biases. There seems 10 be a certain psychology
associated with the naming of mascots and the power of words given to their nicknames. Words
have power to enable or condemn, augment or detract, glorify or demean. Negative language may
_ be harmful to the subconscious of most people. Prejudice is not merely imparted or
superimposed. Thus, what is needed is an awareness of the power of words to condition attitudes.

Mascotting

The concept of "mascotting"” is antithetical to education. In other words, school is the
location where students come to uniearn stereotypes. Many times, mascotting signifies the
reverse. Some of these mascots produce images of a completely invalid ethnic group. The so-
called "Indian" mascot reduces hundred of Native American tribes to one, obliterating the
enourmous diversity of clothing, traditions and ornamentation, body paint and decoration,
jewelry, hair styles, headdress, footwear, bags and pouches of many Indian tribes
(Hirschfelder, 1990). School mascot sponsors have created generic past-tense images of their
version of an Indian. The most popular mascots try to resemble the Plains Indian, as they are
covered with feathers (mostly turkey feathers) and mirror the Pawnee Bill and Buffalo Bill
Wild West Show. Mascots,dressed for wild west show extravaganzas and other events
representing the school, branded the subculture of American football with the imagery of the
hollywood produced version of their "wild Indian.” In that connection, today's mascot sponsors
simply have reclothed this Plains' Indian mascot in chamois cloth, polyester, vinyl, and plastic
leather.

indeed, some Native American mascots infest youngsters with virulent language. For
example, a character during the 1970's at the University of Oklahoma was “Little Red." This
character dawned a full-length Plains' Indian tancy war dance outfit and positioned himself on
the playing field at all the University of Okiahoma football home games. Each time the Okiahoma
Sooners” would score points, "Little Red” would war dance along the sidelines of the playing
field to display his reaction to a great accomplishment or “victory dance.” This character was
symbolic of "native " pride, as the State of Oklahoma had the largest population of Native
Americans in the country, and they wanted to broadcast their existence and image through multi-
media sources.

To many other Native American students and supporiers on campus and throughout the
state, this action sent out a message of ridicule, contempt. and disrespect. Pressure from the
Native American community and Indian students from the University of Oklahoma led to Little
Red's withdrawal from the playing field (Palmer, Gus Jr., personal communication, 1991). In
this connection, many mascots and decals thal equate Native Americans with animal also demean
tribal officials and esteemed religious and political leaders.
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Many of these mascots and nicknames are pejorative and harmful to Native Americans as
they are not cast as human beings in these characters. Educators should be cautious of the
influence exerted when a non-Indian mascot characterizes a body of people with terms like
*hostile® or *savage.” The ramifications extend beyond the athletic fields of America to the
Native American youth who must confront this issue; many times with social misconception of
themselves.

Some Native American mascots are portrayed as animals wearing headdress' implying
that Native Americans are not fully human. Make-believe characters like cats and dogs can’
wear what many consider to be the premiere symbol of "Indianness.” Many responses from
supponrters of Indian mascots that have animal figures say that their mascot is “cute.”

Eurocentric perspective pervade much of this historical imagery. Case in point how this affects
real life situations comes from the TIrial of Standing Bear.4

The first United States legal case that addressed whether indian people were “real”
human beings was Standing Bear v. Crook, April 18, 1879. Dee Brown's Bury My Heart At
Wounded Knee (1970) refers to this case as "Standing Bear Becomes a Person." According to
Brown, the Poncas' lawyers Webster and Poppleton, argued that an Indian was as much a
“person” as any white man and could avail himself of the rights of freedom guaranteed by the
Constitution. When the United States attomey stated that Standing Bear and his people were
subject to the rules and regulations which the government had made for tribal indians, Webster
and Poppleton replied that Standing Bear and any other Indian had the right to separate
themselves from their tribes and live under protection of United States laws like any other
citizens (1970, p. 343).

Connecting this human element to art, Schimmel (see Truettner, 1991) contends that
real Indians never inhabited the historical paintings in which indians were represented and
created to embody white's attitudes about nature, the right of conquest, and the priorities of
civilization. To whites, Indians at odds with Anglo-Saxon culture, refusing to abandon tribal
customs and become “productive” citizens, were either primitive, savage, or doomed. Over the
nineteenth century Indians had been reduced to a few stereotypes or worse.

Native American people are unique, as not all have assimilated into mainstream society
as quickly as have other ethnic groups in this country. Falkenhagen and Kelly (1974) stress
that teachers must reject the many generalizations on this topic in order to prevent from being
placed in the position of judging the Native American within the construct of the dominant non-
Indian society at the expense of respect for differences in standards and values (1974, p. 12).

rminol m r

Football spirit ribbons read, "Go Savages, beat the RedskinsI" "Go Indians, slaughter the
Warriors.” These are just a few of many sayings or yells which thousands of school-aged
youngsters and adults will be saying this fall. What a lot of people do not know is that they are
continuing to stereotype a group of people without realizing the impact on those groups affected.

In discussing the terminology of culturally responsible mascot names, many problems
arise-when people generalize mascol definitions, as well as those constructs that have
Eurocentric perspectives. The term “savage® is not an Indian term at all, but an externally
imposed conceptualization of indian people. Gonzalez (1991) contends that this is a taken-for-
granted cultural perception of the dominant U.S. Anglo-European culture, and validation is
readily available in the discourse of popular culture.
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Other popular mascot names are “Indians,” “Braves,” and "Warriors.” Nemerov (see
Truettner, 1991) advocates that it is not actual Indians but the portraits themseélves that define
an ®indian.” Across virtually all the portraits of many early artists in this country, similar
themes were employed--"authentic® clothing and weapons, somber faces, formal poses--to help
their viewers gain a coherent definition of “Indian.” Indian people were understood in the way
in which they were systematically represented in art collections, history, and present media
outlets. Consequently, with a tomblike name and date identifying each likeness, this systematic
representation focused on negativism, as well as the idea of Indians’ inevitable disappearance.

Negative images of Native American people often take place at an early age during the
play-time of children. The socialization process usually takes place during a time when
attitudes are being internalized through conversation about so-calied Indian stereotypes.
Ramsey (1979) contends that children are exposed to the stereotyped “indian motif" on a lot of
Thanksgiving programs and products. For example, when two kindergarten teachers were
discussing Thanksgiving in their classess, the children started talking about how *indian kil
you; they steal and eat children; they have tomahawks and scalp you" (1979, p. 32). The
conversations were liberally laced with war whoops and scalping motions. The teachers were
appalled at the vividness and strength of the children’s negative stereotypes imgages.

Along with negative terms like “savages” and “scalp the cowboys” came the vagaries of
supposed "Indian talk.” If there is any resemblance, their intelligence is greatly questioned by
associated adjectives such as "grunting™ and "grinning™ and their needing “patient explanations.”
The practice of putting infantile mumblings into the mouths of real or imagerary Indian
characters has not been abandoned. For example, "strange sounds” are emphasized by stilted
speech throughout the story of Caddie Woodlawn. Madsen and Robbins (1981) takes note in
Johnny Tremain: "He swim good,” he grunted to Rab, for everyone was talking “Indian' that
night." This stilted, so-called "Indian talk" is used in this fashion, as well as in many sporting
and athletic events across the country.

33 n v lis

Unfortunately, tribal headdress is the typical Native American imagery projected by
football mascots. Whereas Native Americans created startling, majestic headdress in a
multitude of shapes worn mostly by men, honored by the privilege, mascots have created
generic tribal headdress. For example, the eagle-feathered warbonnet of the Comanche, Kiowa,
and other Southern Plains’ tribes was worn swept-back hanging down on the back-side of the
man, while other Northern Plains' warbonnets stood straight up on the cap.

The warbonnet was worn as a privilege by high-ranking officials in the warrior
societies signifying their valor and success in battie, leadership ability, generosity, or their
healing powers. Many young men earned the right to wear warbonnets. Sponsors of Native
American mascots who have appropriated Plains' warbonnets have many times disregarded the
sacred functions of warbonnets in Plains society and failed to portray the shape, designs, or
styles with any accuracy (Hirschfelder, 1990). For tribally relevant clothing and dress, its
probably safest to contact tribally specific elders or the appropriate tribal offices of the tribe
being used as a mascot.

If mascot sponsors really understood the symbolism and meaning to Native American -
students of the ever-present feathers (headdress), weapons, shabby buckskin clothing, broken
English shouting of mascots, would they still allow these figures 1o take to today's playing fields
across the country? Flutes, weapons, and feathers still have high religious and cultural
significance to many traditional Native American peopie.
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Mascots and nicknames disguise real people (human beings). Coloring faces with what
resembles "war paint® or wearing buckskin, feathered characters keep the fictitious Native
American image circulating on decals, pennants, and team-sports’ clothing.

Cultually relevant music

Even music has entered into the football arena through school bands playing their
version of Native American themes. Generic and fictitious Native American music trivializes
what many traditional people consider to be a spiritual entity. Drums, flutes and homs have
been frequent instruments used in football ceremonies. Many of these drum beats and melodies,
accompanied with so-called spirit chants are out of character on the football field. Native
American instruments like the drum, fiute and wistles and the music that comes from them
represent the whole universe. Still today, tribes think of this condition as the heartbeat of
their songs and dances.

Musical compositions like Thurlow Lieurance's "By the Waters of Minnetonka®
introduced a non-Indian version of Native American themes and songs used in early 1900's
American theater and drama. According to Hensley (1990), many early compositions of modern
Native American music originated from melodies from which musicians like Thurlow Lieurance
first heard sung in 1912, on the banks of the Litile Big Horn by Chief Sitting Eagle. Many of
these melodies were first heard on the Native American fiute, and then transferred to modern
orchestral themes.

Native American music is used many times to glorify and honor the virtues of heroes,
leaders, and ideas. Many perceive music as the invisible language that crosses all boundaries to
tie all human beings together in a common experience. Native American music is the vocal
expression of a mental concept, a concept manifest through the personality of the musician.
Music is the language of the spirit. Incorrect repetitions of a drum beat, song, or chant are as
significant as correct repetitions. Accordingly, music played out of cultural context makes a
mockery of the rich ceremonial traditions of Native American people. The mental concept is
devalued, if not destroyed.

The following criteria is presented to assist educators (especially mascot sponsors)
toward addressing culturally responsible questions concerning the Native American "mascot.”

1. Does the schools’ masco! use culturally responsible (tribally-specific) language
to convey their message on the playing field?

2. Do mascot sponsors choreograph skits to please the audience regardiess of “cute”
nuances that may be psychologically harmful to representative tribal groups? Are the skits
written from an Native American worldview?

3. When maiched with cheer leading squads, are indian mascots characterized as
fierce, ugly-looking (both in facial expression and dress) in relation to the other uniforms
worn by the entire squad?

4. Are Indian mascot mannerisms and personalities polite and culturally respectful;
rather than poriraying a hostile character as demonstrated, as skewed, and as generalized
passages most frequently seen in ficticious literature about Native Americans?

5. In skits about Native American history, are Indian mascots presented as "human
beings” and an integral and contributing member of society and apart of the overall history of
America? Indian mascots porirayed as animals takes away the human element of “being.”
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6. Are demonstrations about indian mascots and nicknames in popular culture
described in such a way as to preclude improper comparisons between past and present culturai
standards? Words like "scalp” and "squaw” should be avoided, as these terms are extemally
imposed conceptualizations that imply incorrect and inaccurate cultural straits of Native
American people. _

7. Is the culture of the contemporary Indian mascot portrayed as a present-day,
modern person contributing to society rather than a static image, not contributing and a burden
upon society? »

8. Do Indian mascots adequately and accurately describe the life and present
situation of the Native American within the context of the tribe being portrayed?

9. Do Indian mascots portray culturally relevant music on the playing field? The so-
called hollywood version of Indian music should be avoided at all cost.

10. Does wearing war paint at athletic events signify being tribally specific or does
it just mean “playing” Indian?

11.  When an Iindian mascot comes riding in on a horse to the playing field (whether
demonstrating strength by throwing down a lance), does this portray the real image of the
Native American in which the mascot broadcast?

12.  The popularity of the Indian “princess” image by non-Indians often times
becomes distorted in identifying and tracing tribal ancestry. Do mascot sponsors try to match
or link the princess image with other mascot figures? While a real Indian grandmother is
probably the nicest thing that could happen to a child, Deloria (1969) questions why a remote
Indian princess grandmother is so necessary for many whites?

Conciusion

Mascots, nicknames, and characters illustrated in this article represent a substantial
number with similar Native American imagery and similar potential for harm. It would be
difficult for non-Indian children and adults to develop an appreciation of Native Americans and
their diverse cuitures by displaying generic “indian® mascots. It wouid be even more diiiicuit,
if not possible, for Native American younsters to feel self-esteem and pride in their cultural
identities when confronted with many Native American mascots that belittie their ethnic
cultures and spiritual traditions.

Hirschfelder (1990) contends that a person from any race can role-play a pirate,
ballerina, or farmer. But one cannot become a D/Lakota Sioux, Oklahoma Choctaw, or Canadian
Mohawk by donning feathers, fringed buckskin, and moccasins. Also, neglecting to mention
tribally-specific names helps to perpetuate stereotypes notions of Native American people and
thwarts understanding and appreciation of the complexities of diverse cultures. These tribes
are integral aspects of human identity, not occupational tittes. When playing “cowboys" and
“Indians,” there was a time when playing Indian was very unpopular. A cowboy is an
occupation, while to be “Indian™ is a cultural identity (Carney, Flint, personal communication,
1891, July 4). Thus, playing “Indian” encourages youngsters to believe that being Native
American is something more than a playtime activity--rather "being Indian® is a human
condition.

Indian students are perhaps in greater need for personal awareness and social
communication than most students in American schools. Dlugokinski (1972). argues that for
the most part, Indian students are not silent and passive by nature but often by the design we
create for them in our educational and social programs. As long as educational programs
continue the negative Indian stereotype, we may be creating a self-fulfilling prophecy which is
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not adaptive to meeting the needs of diverse learners. )

These images play a crucial role in distorting non-indian, as well as Indian children's
attitudes toward a specific group of people. Clark (1963) advocates that children's attitudes
toward Native Americans are determined mainly not by contact with Native people themselves,
but by contact with the prevailing attitudes toward Native peoples. In shor, it is not the Native
American person, but the idea of the Native American person that influences children. Thus,
the overwhelming concern is how culturally relevant the terms and nuances are defined and
portrayed, as well as by whom.

As educators, we cannot review the past without clearly understanding that Indian images
and the tactics used to communicate them depend upon a fresh, new vision of the nature of the
Native American. There may be old stereotypical Indian images refiected in a new way. And
modern Indian images reflected in an older, traditional way. What ever the case may be, there
will aiways be an Indian image until there are no more Indian people on this earth.

True, some non-Indian people will express regret or even shame for past mistreatment .
of the Indian mascot, but such twinges of conscience seldom leads to “action® toward improving
the conditions of current Indian education. Mascot sponsors (both Indian and non-Indian) must
assume at least a portion of the blame for this neglect, as they have included the *Indian®
stereotype in a meaningful way only rarely in the general works on the playing field and
textbooks which the public is most likely to have accepted.

There are no simple answers to this issue, however, communication is the first step
toward discussing the Indian mascot issue among respective communities. One of the most
critical elements to this issue is coming 1o a concensus among most people involved. To skirt the
issue and not decide what to do eliminates the educational experience toward building a
knowledge base in Indian studies, as well as multicultural education. When making decisions
about the Indian mascot, a small, yet concise Native American recommendation is offered. It has
always been a common practice among traditional Eiders to make decisions that take into account
the future generations yet to come in this world.

The struggle of unlearning Indian stereotypes demands rigorous selectivity of focus and
subject matter. Reliance upon the published work and friendly advice of many other scholars
and Elders, especially those of traditional modes of thinking will be of great assistance. Native
American people themselves are beginning to research and write their own version of the Indian
mascot issue, as well as their own tribal histories. There is plenty of work to do, by Indian and
non-indians researching, writing and teaching together, toward setting straight the chapters
already written and defining culturally responsible curriculum.

Teachers can build their comfort level with Indian children by increasing their
knowledge base of Native American culture; becoming skilled at screening culturally relevant
curriculum; and applying culturally responsible pedagogy in their daily lesson plans.
Stereotyping can be an aid to learning. When we begin to acquire accurate sets of small pictures
and when we begin to acquire the skills and put them into a composite so that we can begin 10 see
large chucks of the past equally clearly, then the study of our past will indeed be real, and three-
dimensional, and have real substance.

Accordingly, as we look forward to another football season and to one of America's most
popular sports, we can also look forward to re-educating individuals about how to portray
Native American mascots in a more culturally responsible method by emphasizing the
importance of creating a healthy, positive attitude about people that helped to transform
America, and the world (see Weatherford, 1988). As football teams take to the gridiron this
fall season, will they be represented by caricatures that dehumanize and ridicule America's
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first people?

Notes

1 There is no universally accepted collective term for the peoples native to North America.
*indian,” "Native American,” and "Native Peoples” are all unsatisfactory terms for indicating
the diversity of tribal nations existing in the area which is now the United States. However, the
term “Native American® is preferred by the author to indicate aboriginal of native claim to the
country known as America. As such, they are the only non-hyphenated Americans (German-

. Americans, lrish-Americans, Euro-Americans, Mexican-Americans).

American Indian is believed to be synonymous, but it reflects a misnomer--the result of
Columbus' mistaken belief that he had reached the shores of India. When citing other authors,
original terminology has, of course, been maintained. The terms “Native American,” "American
indian,” "Native,” "Native Peoples,” and “indian,” therefore; are used interchangeably
throughout the article. In this connection, “Indian® will refer to the White-created stereotype
and "Native American" will refer to the actual individuals themselves (the human beings).

2 Madison Grant published The Passing of the Great Race in 1916--just one of the

innumerable treaties on declining Anglo-Saxon influence--in which key words were given new
meanings: “original American® and "native American" refer to early English colonists, as if
both Indians and Hispanics could be erased from the American past through the manipulation of

language.

3 A young Omaha lawyer, John L. Webster, volunteered his services without a fee, and he
was soon supporied by the chief attorney of the Union Pacific Railroad, Andrew Poppleton. The
lawyers had to work quickly to build a case for the Poncas.

With General Crook's tacit agreement, Judge Dundy issued a writ of habeas corpus upon
the general, requiring him to bring the Ponca prisoners into court and show by what authority
he held them. Crook obeyed the writ by presenting his military orders from Washington, and
the district attomey for the United States appeared before the judge to deny the Poncas' right to
the writ on the ground that Indians were "not persons within the meaning of the law.”

Thus began on April 18, 1879, the now almost forgotten civil-rights case of Standing
Bear v. Crook. Judge Dundy ruled that an Indian was a "person® within the meaning of the
habeas corpus act, that the right of expatriation was a natural, inherent, and inalienable right
of the Indian, as well as the white race, and that in time of peace no authority, civil or military,
existed for transporting Indians from one section of the country to another without the consent
of the Indians or to confine them to any particular reservation against their will (Brown,
1970, p. 343).

4 The name "Nittany" is said to be derived from many Indian legends throughout the Happy
Valley area of central Pennsyivania. Again, the emphasize is based upon a mythical legend that
"Nita-Nee" was an Indian princess who was revered for leading her people into the fertile
central Pennsylvania valley safe from enemy tribes. When she died, the mountain miraculously
arose overnight at the burial site, and the name thus was given to the geographical landmarks.
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A father of two expresses why he isn't
“honored” when sports fans of teams
with Native American mascots show
their “respect” for Indian people.

M he Superbowl is here, capping off a spectacular stretch of
sporting events hosted by the Twin Cities and Minnesota.
We had the U.S. Olympic Festival, Special Olympics,
Stanley Cup Finals, and we still have the college basket-
ball Final Four to go. But for those of us who love baseball, the

1991 World Series was the sweetest Twin Cities event. .. well,

since the 1987 World Series.
The '91 Series had lots of memorable moments and was

hailed as one of the greatest Series ever: seven games, five one-

Tun games, three extra-inning games, a Kirby Puckett game-
winning homer, and Jack Morris throwing a 10-inning shutout
to win it all. Wow!

12 0 COLORS = JANUARY/FEBRUARY 1992

We Are Not Extras

A Native American Perspective
on the Morality of Indian Mascots ¢

by Richard MacPhie

Unfortunately, one more thing
made the series memorable, too. Atlan-
ta fans took a fancy to the “tomahawk
chop,” which, if you don’t remember, is
done by robotically moving the arm to
and fro in a gesture that is supposed to
represent the Braves hacking their op-
ponents into submission. Frankly, |
thought the gesture looked pretty stu-
pid. But what made the chop notewor-
thy was its social ramifications — the
inherent mocking of Native American
culture, followed by more mocking of
the Native Americans who raised their
voice in protest.

X{esterday's news, you say! The pro-
tests at the World Series were only part
of an on-going drive to have sports
teams drop offensive and outdarted In-
dian names. Cleveland still has Indi-
ans, Chicago has Blackhawks, Wash-
ingron Redskins, Kansas Ciry Chiefs,
and Atlanta the Braves. Native Ameri-
cans would like to see these names and
insulting behavior changed. But come
opening day, 1992, it’s a fair guess that
the Braves will still be cheered by a
stadium full of tomahawk-choppers.
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It’s not really the
chop that's so offensive.
As Chip Wadena, presi-
dent of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe, put it,
“It’s just their version of
Minnesota’s Homer
Hanky.” The tomahawk
chop has no redeeming
historical foundation.
Just look at the source:
Deion Sanders — a
speedy two-sport athlete
with a severely inflated
ego and an embarrassing-
ly low batting average.

Several years back,

~Deion attended Florida
State University, where
“Seminoles” is the
school nickname, and
where allegedly the tom-
ahawk chop was bomn.
From Florida State,
Sanders was drafted to
play football for the At-
lanta Falcons and base-
ball for the New York
Yankees. When poor
performance prompted
his departure from the
Big Apple, the Atlanta
Braves decided to make
him the all-around At-
lanta athlete and signed
him to a contract. One
day last summer, as
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Deion was mucking
around the outfield at
Atlanta, he saw some old school bud-
dies from Florida State. He acknowl-
edged their presence with the toma-
hawk chop. That whole section of the
stands responded, and soon all Atlanta
was chopping.

Throughout the controversy in the
fall, not only did “Neon Deion” (that’s
what he calls himself) not show any
remorse for introducing derogatory ra-
cial behavior to baseball, he was ex-
ceedingly proud of doing so. By the
way, Deion Sanders is black.

For Native Americans, the tomahawk
chop became a token for many kinds of
behavior that offends. “Stop the chop”
means stop chanting and dancing. It
means stop wearing traditional dress
“just for fun.” It means stop war-paint-
ing your kids and breeding a whole new
generation of disrespect. And, yes,
“Stop the chop” means it's time to re-
think the wisdom of hanging Native
American monikers on sports teams.

Some Indians are outright offended
by the names alone. Others don't mind
the names so much, but are offended by
the derogarory behavior associated

with them. Inane war-whoops, fake
dancing, the bastardization of tradi-
tional dress? Yes, that's offensive. And
once it's established that fan behavior
is wrong (it is), then the Indian nick-
names behind the behavior must be
wrong too.

Franchises, teams and their fans freely
admit that mascot names are chosen
for their imagery. Some teams pick in-
digenous wildlife such as Blue Jays or
Cardinals. Others pick names to reflect
local industry, such as Packers, Steelers
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W: wre in an on-going struggle to find
our place and to be accepted as a
people who matter; worthy of respect
from those around us, and worthy of

self-pride.

or Oilers. Some go with ferocious pred-
ators like Bengals, Tigers, Lions and
Bears. And then there are the image
names of nasty people perceived as
ruthless: teams like Raiders, Vikings,
Buccaneers and of course Indians.

" When Indians are lumped together
with animals and bad-doers, is it any
wonder we become offended? Indians
are not images. We're not wildlife, nor
are we ruthless warriors; and being In-
dian is not an occupation. We are a
people who would like to function
without silly imagery cluttering and
clouding us in our daily affairs, whether
looking for new jobs or new friends.

In this country today, it is illegal to
have kids pray in school. The simple
act of allowing a child to bow his or
her head for a moment of silence is
considered by some an insensitive dis-
play of religion. But show a bunch of
boozing fans on television, with a beer
in one hand and a rubber tomahawk in
the other, and that's considered a cute
and charming display of fan support.

The widespread indifference towards
Native American concerns boils down
to this: To many Americans, Indians
are not real people. We're considered
novelties and mascots for others. Many
defend the names of their teams bv in-
structing us that we are to feel honored
because Indian names enshrine the vir-
tues of brave and fearless warriors.
Well, we don’t want to be known as
brave and fearless warriors. We want
jobs so we can feed our kids. Any be-
havior that furthers murky stereotypes
about our heritage hurts us in that pur-

. suit.

" Moreover, the “honor” that people
imagine they confer is not for the Indi-
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an they pass on the
street. It’s for some

figure, standing
nobly on a hilltop,
full of nature’s wis-
dom. skillful in the
ways of paddling
canoes without
making ripples. As
Indians try to march forward with soci-
ety, stereotypes like these lock us into
the past.

One day during the World Series ™
Indians were peacefully protesting out-
side the Metrodome in Minneapolis. A
large gaggle of Braves fans came by,
decked out in skins and feathers. Rath-
er than extend their supposed “respect”
to the real Indians there, this group of
tomahawk-choppers sauntered by with
smug faces as they whooped, taunted
and chopped. These are the types who,
before a news camera, will say in inno-
cent tones, “Gosh, I don’t know why
they're upset. We do this 'cause we re-
spect Indians, and this is our way of
honoring them.”

Why do these people need to articu-
* freshers of prejudicial thinking that

late for us what constitutes an honor
and what doesn’t? Our protest is not a
proposal for debate; it's a statement,
“Don't tread on our culture.” When
others respond by trying to speak for us,
they underscore the perception that
we're not real people: Non-real people
need real people to think on their be-
half. .

For the life of me, | cannot figure out
why people would knowingly (and they
do know) engage in behavior that of-
fends and insults another group, all in
the name of sports. Don't get me
wrong, 1 love sports. Rather than argue
with tomahawk-choppers, 1 would just
as soon write on the merits of National
League vs. American League rules.
Want to know how to execute a hit-
and-run? Or why outfields play shallow
when the winning run is on third with
less than two outs? I'll write about
those, too. Native Americans love

fictitious storybook

SPOTLs just as much as non-natives, and
nobody last fall was trving to ramn on
the Braves parade.

What we want is a little perspective.
The reasonable person weighs the rela-
tive values of things in life and priori-
tizes accordingly. For the modemn
American Indian what's important is
gaining a foothold in society. We are 1n
an ongorng struggle to find our place
and to be accepted as a people who
matter, worthy of respect from those
around us, and worthy of self-pride.
These priorities are shoved aside by
teams with stereotype mascots and by
the unthinking behavior of their fans.

To these teams and their fans Indi- ™.
ans are buffoons to be cartooned —
non-people who just don't matrer. We
object. Our heritage and bloodline are
not props for arbitrary and derogatory ;
amusement. We are not extras in ev- |
erybody else’s play of life. We are per-
sons of humor and intelligence. We
want to raise our kids with a healthy
sense of pride in their heritage as they
smoothly assimilate into the main-
stream. Indian nicknames and simplis-
tic characterizations serve only as re-

holds us back.

Maybe you have to be Indian to un-
derstand some things completely. If
you're Indian, many non-Indians feel
no inhibition in calling you “Chief.”
“Tonto,” or “Squaw™ to your face. If
vou kick back and enjoy a beer in pub-
lic, you're immediately seen as an alco-
holic.

—

Some Atlanta fans whined thar Indi-
ans have “no right” to rell them they
can't chop. Rights are funny. They
don’t mesh neatly like cogs in a
smoothly running machine — they
often collide and conflict with the
rights of others. A person’s right to
swing his fist through the air stops
where another person’s nose begins.
And the right of fans to cheer on their
team stops when it hits wrongly at an-
other group of people.

In Minnesora, the big argument in

o s S S
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defense of Indian-name teams comes
from Scandinavians, some of whom
claim that by Indian logic they are en-
titled to be offended by the team name
“Vikings.” Scandinavians, Indians and
everyone else know that these folks
aren't really offended. The real Vikings
were a culture so far back in history
that their image is almost one of my-
thology. If it were not for the Vikings
foorball team, scant few people would
have a clue as to what a Viking was.
Nobody carries stereotypes of modern-
day Nords wearing horns and plunder-
ing villages.

Besides, blond-haired, blue-eyed

. people with names like Peterson and
Erickson are thriving just fine in this
society. They are more than able to
weather jocular references to milleni-
um-old images.

Not so with the modern American
Indian. Events such as the Trail of
Tears in 1830 and the Wounded Knee
massacre in 1890 resonate in the pages
of recent history. There are people
alive today who were born while Indi-
ans were still being rounded up and
deposited on reservations. From a his-
torical standpoint, these wounds are
still far too fresh to treat the Narive
American experience as an abstract
tidbit of forgettable history. Most peo-
ple acknowledge that Indians had al-
most everything taken from them, but
few seem to understand that mockery
of our cultures and traditions just con-
tinues the taking. Subtly, but for sure,
it steals what we value.

It would be easy to focus solely on An-
glo-Saxon prejudice and bigotry. But
many Atlanta fans tomahawk-chop-
ping and mocking Indians to their faces
were African American. It was indeed
disturbing to see members of the most
vocal minority group, one that decries
racism almost daily on television, en-
gaging in behavior damaging to anoth-
er racial minority.

It would also be unfair to point a
finger only at insensitive non-liberals.
Ted Tumer, Jane Fonda and Jimmy

Carter were toma-
hawk-chopping
right there with the
rest. Ted claimed it
“was all much ado
about nothing.”
Jane renounced her
chopping before
the Series, but sur-
reptitiously
chopped anyway. Former President
Carter shrugged and toothily pro-
claimed it was “no big deal.” When the
vanguards of the left can’t act in a sen-
sitive and responsible manner, it is all
the more difficult to convince the guy
and gal on the street that they should.

On the other hand, Twin Cities
talk-show host and self-proclaimed Re-
publican, Dark Star, argued fiercely on
behalf of the Native American per-
spective during the week of the World
Series. Clyde Bellecourt, a leader of the
protest, says he’s personally received
moral support on this issue “from across
the board.” In short, the mascots, the
chop and other offenses are not a liber-
al vs. conservative issue. What is at
stake is a fundamental and traditional
value in our society: respect for the re-
ligion and culture of others.

Though professional teams are being-
somewhar stubborn, there has quietly
been a wave of high-school and college
teams dropping their Indian names and
adopting, for lack of a better expres-
sion, regular names. The general man-
agers and owners of pro teams claim
they can’t change because of “decades
of tradition.” How ironic. We Indians
also speak of tradition. But centuries of
American Indian blood, sweat, and
tears far outweigh decades of Cleveland
Indian hits, runs, and errors. The ap-
peals to “sports tradition” are absurd.
The Portland Winter Hawks, a mi-
nor-league Oregon hockey team, were
all set this past November to distribute
toy tomahawks and start “chopping” as
a new tradition for their franchise.
However, in the wake of the protest by
Native Americans at the World Series,

Wi, Indians are lumped together
with animals and bad-doers, is it any
wonder we become offended? Indians
are not images. We're not wildlife, nor
are we ruthless warriors. ..

the team's manager of marketing, Mark
Miller, dropped the plan. “It’s not
worth offending anyone,” he said.

The marketing manager had it right.
But his clear simple concept — “It’s
not worth offending anyone” — seems
difficult for some to grasp. Otherwise,
how could an overt and damaging rac-
ist name like “Redskins” survive?

I)erhaps the real answer came clear
when members of the American Indian
Movement (AIM) met with Braves
officials in Atlanta last November.
AIM was in search of positive signs
that the team might consider changing
its name. But the Braves reply was that
they’re “hot” right now and that any
name or image change would be fool-
ish, if for no other reason than the loss
of income from souvenir and sales tied
in with the mascot logo.

At least the Braves people were
honest about it. But it is truly sad that
once again the financial gain and en-
joyment of others come at the expense
of Native American values and wishes.
Ignoring and trampling Indian culture
helped “win the west,” but that was last
century. Sports teams must realize that
as time marches on, some things once
considered O.K. by majority culture
become outdated travesties instead.
Separate restrooms and drinking foun-
tains for blacks and whites are an ex-
ample. Another is the anachronistic
idiocy of Indian team names. One day
Americans will wonder why, in those
progressive 1990s, teams didn’t change
their names without hesitation. Until
then, Indians will continue the protest,
not for the sake of political correctness,
but in order to correct a moral wrong.®
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by Robin Poweli

Recycling the Redskins

Harjo, et al. v.
pro-Football, Inc.
case No. 21,069

petitioners' EX.

61

hey say the Indian wasted nothing

when he killed the buffalo.

Euroamericans are emulating this
practice by recycling the old racial slur,
“Redskins,” by giving it a new definition.
Thistime outitmeans “praise™ and “honor”
or so said a lot of people in articles writien
during the 1992 Superbowl.
Iargue that the use of the name **Redskins”
1s part of amethod of *symbolic extermina-
uon,” a phrase coined by writer Gaye
Tuchman. This method’s roots are from
European religion/mythology, and has
evolved into an ideology of unconscious
mnnate vilificauon. Europeans began this
process by using their religious beliefs 10
Justufy the slaughter of a civilization for the
purposc of stealing Indian land. Using

‘Redskins’ 10 refer 10 Indians instead of
‘human beings’ or ‘people’ made it easier
todehumanize them and kill them. Can you
imagine John Wayne yelling, “Let’s kill
those people!™ or “Lel’s wipe out those
human beings!™ This process began an
ideology that would become so embedded
in the mind-think of America that a cycle
has developed and this cycle is being dis-
turbed by Indians who arc protesung the
usc of the name “Redskins.”

In a January 27th arucle, Mark Edwards.
afan, 1s quoted. “"We suppon the Indians.
We love "em. To think we're against them
1s crazy. We're gonna win the champion-

shipiorem.”(The Washimgion Post, 1902
This quote was given atier an Indian pro-
tester had chased Edwards velling at him

with a bullhorn becausz he was dressed
head 10 toe in Redskins slogans.

Ina November article, John Cooke, son of
Redskins owner Jack Cooke, is quoted, “It
wasneverintended, even by George Preston
Marshall, to insult anyone. Over the years,
iI's come 1o represent the best of the cul-
lurc—bravery, organization, the whole
works. The name Redskins means football
i Washingion. We honor Native Amer:
cans. We believe that. We've had mor.
complamts now because of the Atlant
Braves.. We're keeping the name. We've
had 1t a long ume. It represents the finest
things i Indian cultre.” (The Washington
Post, 1991). Cooke gave this interview while
ncarby Indians were protesting the use of

the name Redskins.
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In both of these articles, the answer/com-
ats are spoken as though the protesting
..dians were invisible. In the first article,
Edwards mentions his love and support for
the Indians, while still breathing heavy
from being chased by one. In the second
article, Cooke mentions getting complaints
about using the name, and in the same
preath, explains how using the name hon-
ors the Indian.

Exactly where this honor is going iskey to
the situation. According to Webster’s
Dictionary, honor is ““A testimony or token
of esteem; any mark of respect or of high
estimaton by words or acton.”

Obviously this is not given to the Indian
protesters, who couldn’t get an audience
with Jack Cooke when they asked for one.
So where are these Indians that Edwards
and Cooke profess to honor?

They are dead. All this honoring is going
10 dead Indians of the past, and at the same
time itperpetuatestoday’scycleof symbolic
exterminadon. The Indian has become an
idea and that idea has become a symbol and
that symbol has become part of
Euroamericanmyth. Tokeepthe mythalive,

day's Indian must go unacknowledged. If
_ack Cooke were to acknowledge the Indian
protesters, he would be commitling eco-
nomic suicide. He must ignore them in
orderto safeguard his own customs, lifestyle
and religion.

The use of a racial slur to honor the Indians
is really a method of symbolic extermina-
tion, and Euroamericans are practicing an
ideology that has evolved from their Eu-
ropean ancestors’ mythology/religion
into an unconscious innate vilification
process.

That religion is central to this symbolic
extermination method is evident in the
following articles written in the Washing-
ton Post during the superbowl hype era:

Bob Apodaca, governor of the Yselta del
Sun Pueblo tribe in El Paso, questions the
use of Indian mascots, religious artifacts,
sacred ceremonies and music by sports
teams. Later in the same article, Tim Giago,
publisher of The Lakota Times, is quoted,
“The slam rituals, such as the wearing of
feathers, smokng of so-called peace pipes,
beating of tom-toms, fake dances, horren-
dous attempts at singing Indian songs, the
so-called war whoops and the painted faces
address more than the issue of racism; they
also are direct attacks upon the spirituality
of the Indian people.”

Ina letter 1o the editor, a writer defends the
use of the name Redskins using other reli-
gious Sports teams names as examples, “...
There are San Diego Padres reminiscent of
rosary-wielding Franciscan friars. And there
are California Angels and many other sports
symbols that are associated with religious
themes. (The fact that these other names are
of people and groups that no longer exist
hasn’t entered into the picture; and when
was the last time an angel complained?).

In an AP article, Roger Head, an Ojibway
Indian, speaking on the Redskin team is
quoted, “Their fans are the ones that wear

From the beginning, Euro-
peans wrote their history to
fit their religion and their
mythology. As Vine Deloria
Jr. explains, “Americans in
some manner will cling to the
traditional idea that they
suddenly came upon avacant
land on which they created
the world’s most affluent
sociey. Not only is such an
idea false, it is absurd.”

the headdresses, the paint, the drum and the
things that are sacrilegious in nature.”
(1991).

Clyde Bellecourt, founder of AIM is
quoted, "I'm sure they wouldn’t call the
team the Atanta Bishops and hand out
cucifixes...” (1991).

Don Allery, spokesman for the National
Congress of Indian Americans, is quoted,
It gets carried too far... Some schools use
eagle feathers and pipes, which demean
those kinds of religious practices and cer-
emonies that mean so much to Indian
people.” (1991).

Qut of seven editorials, Tim Giago men-
uons religion in five:

Sept. 25, he writes, “Redskin fans see
nothing wrong in waltzing about wearing
feathers, toting imitation Pipestone pipes,
beating miniature drums, sporting painted
faces, and conducting themselves in other
bizarre ways that insult the traditions, cul-
wre and spirituality of the First Ameri-

cans.” (1991).

Oct. 23, “Eagle feathers play an impor-
tant role in the spirituality of Nauve Ameri-
cans. Faces are painted in a sacred
way...peace pipes are known to most Indi-
ans who use them as part of their spirimality
as Sacred Pipes.” (1991).

Oct. 30, “Another caller asked me why 1t
should bother Indians if white and black
fans made fun of their spirituality...before I
could answer, another caller did it for me...
the man said, ‘If they took areplica of Gene
Autry, the Angel’s owner, and nailed itt0 a
cross as part of the seventh-inning stretch
fun, you'd sure as heck hear about iL”
(1991).

Nov. 13, “We must consider those Indian
people who would profit at the expense of
their own culture and spirituality by selling
sacred artifacts to tourists or to professional
sporting teams as traitors to their own kind.
We can think of no other way to phrase
this.” (1991).

And in a Grand Forks, N.D. Herald Col-
umn, Giago begins by quoting from an
article written by William Swagerty and
John Aubrey, ‘American Civilizagon on
the Eve of the Columbus Voyages,’ “Each
society in the Americas in 1492 considered
its homeland a holy place. Past, presentand
future depended upon the intervention of
the spirits within the sacred spaces defined
by each society.” (1992).

Religioniscentral to thisargumentbecause
itbegins and ends there. From the beginning
Europeans wrote their history to fit their
religion and their mythology. As Vine
Deloria Jr. explains, “Americans in some
manrer wili cling to the traditional idea that
they suddenly came upon a vacant land on
which they created the world’s most afflu-
ent society. Not only is such an idea false,
it is absurd. Yet without it both Western
man and his religion stand naked before the
world.” (p.xiii, 1974).

Today's Western man is still clinging to
the idea that Indians are a myth. All of
Giago's editorials and 2,000 protesters at
the superbowl, couldn’t convince him
otherwise; how can a non-existent people
claim any rights? The significance of reli-
gion runs throughout the Indian and white
relationship. It was freedom of religion that
brought Europeans over here; and it was
religion they used to justify the extermina-
tion of the Indians for their land.

Charles M. Segal and David Stineback
help explain, “They discovered in the In-
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dian the antagonist to the chosen people.
For other emigrants, the Indians were cul-
tural inferiors, requinng the white gifts of
religion and civilization. For Puritans they
were primarily the villaininasacred drama,
counterpart of the heathen tribes that Joshua
conquered, children of the Devil...” (p.17,

1977). Segal and Stineback continue with
this idea, * America, they explained, was
nothing less than the new promised land,
held in reserve by God for his laner-day
saints.” (p. 16, 1977).

It also followed their myth/religion to
refer to the Indians as wild animals who
lived in the forest with other wild animals.
Roderick Nash writes, “The Europeans
knew the uninhabited forest as an important
part of their folklore and mythology. Its
dark, mysterious qualiies made it a setting
in which the prescientific imagination could
place a swarm of demons and spirits.” (p.8,
1967).

Making the Indian less than human rein-
forced the Europeans’ beliefs in their myth/
religion and made their treatment of the
Indian easier to justify. Richard Drinnon
adds his thoughts,..."with concomitant as-
sociatons of dark skin color with filth,
death and radical evil generally. Out of this
psychosexual complex arose the generic
native, that despised, earth, animalistic,
suppressed “shadow self” projected by the
human mind.” (p. xvii, 1980).

Because of this mind-think about Indians,
Europeans called them names such as
redskins, red devils, savages, wild Indians,
heathens, animals, (George Washington
once referred to them as wolves) etc. In
today’s society, the narne Indian is associ-
ated with the words lazy, dumb, drunken,
crazy, stupid, dirty, welfare, poor, beaten,
etc. And these ideas evolved into today’s
ideology.

Michael McGee (1980) defines an ideol-
ogy as having the power 10 dictate decision
and public behavior and is characterized by
slogans. McGee elaborates that concomi-
tant with ideology is the “ideograph™ which
is a language term that cannot be seen or
measured, but represents collectve beliefs
with histoncal connotations. The beliefs
are so powerful that if they were seen out-
side the group mind-think, they could eas-
ily be recognized as anusocial or eccentric.
(McGee, 1980).

Mc Gee continues, “Each member of the
community is soctalized, conditoned, 0
the vocabulary of ideographs as a prercqui-

Reconciling tbe humanity of Native Americans with the motivations of European and

American expansionists has been a difficult and inherently damaging process for Indians.

site for “belonging” 1o the society.” (1980)
McGee also says that this belonging is
further enhanced by its frequent use, unit-
ing the userseven more. Buthe also explains,
*“...more significandy, such ‘talk’ separates
us from other human beings who do not
accept our meanings of intentions.” (p.8,
1980).

This separation 1s symbolic extermination
in the process. Nauve American Suzan
Harjo gives an example of how the separa-
tion by using the name Redskins makes her
feel, from a quote 1n the Washington Post,
“I can’t watch sports nght now. It’s 100
oppressive.” (1980). Also in the same ar-
tcle spokesman for the Nauonal Congress
of Indian Amenicans, Don Allery, smid that
1t was the mocking depiction of Indians as
half-naked, warming savages hiving in the

past tense that is offensive. And in another
Washington Post paper Jan. 4, Edwar
Lazarus, who grew up among Indians, sau..
*“...the problem with the name Redskins for
a sports team Is that it perpetuates the
crippling myth that Native Americans, their
lands, their culture, their sovereign powers,
their very existence, are relics of the past.”
(1992).

The reference 10 the past has becomc ar
unconsciousinnate vilification of the Ind:
Because 1t has long been an accepted v
of treating an Indian, as though he wasn .
human, had no feelings, did not “betong.”
he was allowed to belong to a myth of the
past but not to present time socicty hecause
that would negate the group’s behef: the
Indian must be conunually symbolicalls
cxterminated to keep the myth alive. T
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Indian has o be separuted.

*he full significance ol symbolic extermi-
“auon lies within religion/myth and 1in a
~uradoxical cycle thatis perpetuated by the

‘rv thing that 1tis destroying—the Indian.

i the beginming of this cycle is the
_uroamerican’s very substance—religion/
myth. In thismyth, they must see the Indians
asadead people so they never have toadmit
or be reminded of the fact that they
slaughtered a people for their land in the

CHICAGD
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name of God. To admit this would be tan-
tamount to looking at thew religion/myth
and finding a void where they thought thewr
substance to be.

Nextcomesrencwal; to renew thewrbeliefs.
they must continually symbolically kill the
indian. Using racial slurs to do this ac-
complishes a twofold effect, by "honoring’
and ‘praising’ the Indian, the Euroamenican
is seen as magnanimous, and under this
guise he can continue the cycle. Sancton s

Stereotypes are so imbedded in the
consciousness of American mainstream
society that icons manifest themselves ino
products as displays of depraved humor.
(above)

Football organizations fail to realize the
cultural damage their cartoonish depictions
of Native American people us mascots has
perpetuated. (right)

the last pant of the paradoxical cycle; the
Indians must agree to this mind-think: they
must thank thewr white tans. If thev sancuon
this. they will be aceepted into the group—
they will “belong.”

CONCLUSION

From the begmning Euroamencans had
maniputate history so that 1t would fitmto
their mythy/rehigron, Scgal and Stunchack
have this 10 say. "The discovery of
Amernica. ltreminds us ot power ol rtheto-
ric an the service ol ideologyo to shape our
view ol history, and by exiension o shape

history 1self...It reminds us too of the way
a culwure can use myth W cucumvent the
most obvious contradicuon—in this case,
the contradiction between our ideals of
property, liberty, and ‘the people’ and our
defacto robbery ot lndian land and massa-
cre of the nauve mhabiants.” (1977)

This distoruon and shaping of history has
created untold pain and humiliation for an
innocent people. Their very innocence was
spurned and hated by the Euroamencans,
who had no understanding of a culture
whose religion was inclusive and substan-
tial. Religion was a part of the Indian and
could not be stolen.

The Indians’ religion allowed them (o ex-
ist alongside and with nature, unlike the

“The problem with the name
Redskins for a sports team is
that it perpetuates the crip-
pling myth that Native
Americans, their lands, their
culture, their sovereign pow-
ers, their very existence, are

relics of the past.”

Euroamericans’ rehigion, which forbade
them all the Indian was allowed. The
Euroamericans found this impossible o
live with. Al every point they were re-
minded that theurr own religion had no such
substance, so they figured out a way of
transfernng ownership.

By using Indian slogans for sports teams,
Indian logos on products and Indian sym-
bols as rademarks, the Euroamerican was
able 10 use the part of the Indian he needed.
The parucular part was the dead, silent and
noble Indian of the past. You don't see
today's reservauon Indian on a company
logo or product.

This conflict between the Euroamericans
and the Indians was and sull s a rebigious
war. | wonder if the Eurcamericans ever
wonder how Indians have been able
conttnue o exist in the ongoing process of
exterminauon; perhaps they don’t spend
much ume thinking aboutit—afterall it’sa
dcad subject @
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